Earning, Learning, and Building a Career 
St. Petersburg High School 
Trade Prep Pilot Center of Excellence
Construction is the largest industry in the world. It employs 6.7 million people. The Florida construction industry urgently needs skilled workers and St. Pete High School is preparing 9th through 12th grade student graduates for these wide-ranging careers, including construction labor force, journeymen, estimators, field superintendents, project managers, engineers and architects!


St. Pete High began a pilot Trade Prep Center for Excellence in January, 2008 providing curriculum which links directly to co-enrollment in pTEC’s pre-apprentice construction programs. 
Trade Prep focuses upon early skill development in 9th and 10th graders and is also available to 11th and 12th graders with one elective open for career development. LEGOs are used to introduce, support and enhance instruction as students learn the CORE NCCER curriculum (nationally recognized curriculum preparing construction apprentices).  Their CORE credits are recorded in the National NCCER Registry.  Field trips with trade partners and industry training complement the rigorous instruction provided by the National Education Developers.  Students earn First Aid/AED and OSHA certificates at no cost. 
Eleventh and twelfth graders with three open elective periods have the opportunity to co-enroll in pTEC’s 900 Hour Florida Pre-apprenticeship Program.  Students quickly complete their CORE curriculum and receive National NCCER Registry credit. Enrollment in the pre-apprenticeship program offers a specialization in one of the five construction trades: carpentry, electrical, heating-venting-air conditioning (HVAC), plumbing/welding or masonry. Students earn a variety of industry-recognized certifications, including OSHA, which increases their employability.  Gold Seal Scholarships and National Technology Honor Society induction are also opportunities. 
St. Petersburg High partners with National Education Developers, pTEC, Pinellas County Schools, Industry leaders, the Pinellas Education Foundation, and WorkNet.Pinellas, to provide skill training for excellent high paying career opportunities for our graduates!  
